
NJ Start Strong Assessment Information

This past spring, New Jersey students did not participate in the statewide student achievement
testing program, the New Jersey Student Learning Assessments (NJSLA), due to the impact of
Covid-19. The New Jersey Department of Education (NJDOE) notified districts that the
administration of the Start Strong Assessments in the fall 2021 will satisfy the federal statewide
assessment requirement to administer general assessments in English Language Arts (ELA),
Mathematics, and Science for the 2020-2021 school year. 

The Start Strong Assessments are intentionally brief, designed to maximize instructional time
and quickly provide critical data to teachers and school leaders. The district will have immediate
access to student results, noted by three performance levels (“Strong Support May Be Needed”;
“Some Support May Be Needed”; and “Less Support May Be Needed”), allowing teachers the
flexibility to address students’ unique needs at the beginning of the school year. The results of
this new assessment will be used in addition to our traditional, local assessments, which will help
provide our schools with multiple data points to support our students as well as guide teacher
planning and instruction.

The Start Strong Assessment will be administered to our students currently in Grades 4-10 in
English Language Arts, Grades 4-8 in Math or currently enrolled in Algebra 1, Geometry or
Algebra 2, and Grades 6, 9, and 12 in Science. These tests will be administered using an online
platform and planned by the building principals to minimize disruption to classroom instruction.
Students will be provided with the necessary accommodations and access to the same
accessibility features that they will have during the NJSLA testing. Tentatively, we have
scheduled to begin the Start Strong Assessments during the week of October 4th. While it is
important that our students try their best on these assessments, it is not something that they
can/should study for and the assessment will not be included in a student’s grade. Again, the
purpose is to identify any instructional gaps that may exist and provide students with the
appropriate support and remediation as necessary and appropriate.

Parents/Guardians will be provided with an Individual Student Report (ISR) following the close
of the assessment window at the end of October. The ISR will provide parents with a sense of
their students' understanding in the tested content areas; a description of the major concepts that
were tested; and a starting point for discussions with their child and teacher(s) about areas where
students may need additional support. If you would like more information, you can reach out to
your building principal or access the following link: Start Strong Parent Information 

https://nj.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/educator-resources/startStrong/Fall%202021%20Administration%20Information%20for%20Parents.pdf

